Repressed memories: some clinical data contributing toward its elucidation.
This article offers two case reports that strongly support the clinical notion that under certain circumstances some persons can dissociate from their executive ego traumatic memories of sexual abuse. The patients had absolutely no conscious memory of their childhood abusive experiences and in both cases I obtained definite and clear-cut independent corroboration of the realities of the abuse. I think that a series of several well-documented case reports, like the ones reported in this article, could represent persuasive preliminary evidence for the existence of dissociative memories, at least in some specific cases. I hope that the publication of these two cases will stimulate other clinicians or researchers to report, in as much detail as possible, other similar experiences. Only through the publication of clear-cut cases can the debate about repressed memories be settled in an empirical way.